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Dear Friend,
A love of learning and a love of history merge for Sr. Ruth Marie
Soens in her volunteer service in our New Assisi Archives.
It is there that the records and meaningful artifacts of our
congregation’s history are preserved. Keeping track of
volumes of papers and countless objects so that they can
be located for research and/or display is a formidable
task.
Given Sr. Ruth Marie’s experience and understanding of our corporate ministries, she manages
the materials for our nine sponsored ministries.
Recently a doctoral student visited to do research
on our congregation’s work with persons who have
developmental challenges. It is moments like these
that highlight the careful work Sr. Ruth Marie does.
Documents, photos and artifacts were retrieved
easily and quickly for the student’s use.
On a lighter note, Sister’s art of retrieval can be seen
in her personal greeting card line, RECYCLE, INC!
Not only does she have an eye for appealing images,
the message that is matched with the image is bound
to make you smile, if not laugh out loud.
Her recycling goes back many years, and Sister
tells an interesting story from her time at St.
Coletta of Wisconsin. She was tearing up old
Christmas cards just before Christmas and
saving a few to make bookmarks.
Sister Ruth Marie (above)
was baptized Dolores.
At profession, she chose
the name Ruth Marie in
memory of her sister, Ruth
Marie (inset), who died of
scarlet fever at age 5.

Accidentally, she tore apart a musical card. It
played and played and she could not get it to
stop. It was still playing the next morning when
she returned to her work in the library. Needing
to get the card out of her office, she remembered
that there were Christmas displays in the cases in the

(at left) Dolores with her

parents, William and
Mary, on the her First
Communion day.

(at right) Sr. Ruth Marie

with her family on her
profession day.
(below) Sr. Ruth Marie

during reading time at
St. Coletta in 1998.

hallway. She put the unstoppable card into one
of the displays and the card continued to play for
more than a week, day and night, with people
stopping by to check on it.
Before Sr. Ruth Marie retired and launched
into volunteering in the archives, she began her
ministry life as a first grade teacher, serving for
21 years in several parish schools. Then she
moved to St. Coletta of Wisconsin where she did
a variety of ministries for the next 25 years, the
last as librarian in the school.
Even though Sr. Ruth Marie considers herself a
city girl because she grew up in Kenosha, Wis.,
the backyard of her home was mainly garden
that helped provide food and gardening duties
for the family. Her family loved to
take day trips to the country to visit
friends, which gave her a chance to
be a country girl. Getting bunnies
one Easter gave her the experience
of caring for animals, until they got
bigger and were given to a farmer. A
love of gardening continued for years,
until her knees gave out.
And it appears that nature responded
to Sister Ruth Marie. She tells another
story of what happened when she was
in charge of a men’s department at St.
Coletta. In the living room, there was
a huge, dead-looking cactus as tall as
she was with a rolling platform underneath it to move it around. Vacuuming

was difficult because the cactus had to be rolled
away from the windows in order to clean and
then moved back.
One spring Sister decided enough was enough.
She got a group of her men to move the cactus
outside to the courtyard to make it on its own or
die! Her secret hope was that perhaps it would
not make it. A couple of weeks later, she was
passing the courtyard windows and saw a blur
of white outside. Turning to look, she found the
cactus in full bloom with giant white flowers
all over it. The cactus was thrilled with its new
home!
When I asked Sr. Ruth Marie about her love of
history, she responded that it is not historical

dates and places that fascinate her, but the interactions and relationships that occur that are so
interesting. The cause and effect intrigues her. In
her own life, relationships with God and God’s
people are most important.
She grew up with three brothers and two sisters.
An older sister, Ruth Marie, died at age 5 of
scarlet fever before Sr. Ruth Marie was born.
At reception to the novitiate she asked for her
sister’s name as her religious name in place
of her Baptismal name, Dolores. Family time
was important when she was a child, and today
family relationships are renewed in a big way at
a large, once-a-year, get-together, and via smaller
visits during the year.
When Sister retired and moved to Clare Hall, she
said one of the best parts was getting to know
sisters who had been on other missions and,
therefore, she had had little chance to get become
acquainted with them. Whether it’s sitting in

front of the fireplace, enjoying a popcorn party or
playing cards, being together with her sisters is
the best.
Sr. Ruth Marie was educated by Dominican
sisters in Kenosha at St. James grade school
and St. Mary’s high school. She knew of our
Franciscan community through a cousin who
was a member of the community, and through
her father who was taught and cared for at St.
Aemelian’s Orphanage by our sisters. These
connections drew her to enter the community on
January 9, 1956.
This summer she and her three remaining classmates will celebrate 60 years as Sisters of St.
Francis of Assisi. She wrote this reflection in
anticipation of the celebration:
I thank God for all the wonderful years ministering in His vineyard with so many memorable
co-workers. I treasure my memories and my
living at Clare Hall. A rich experience – I’ve
gotten to know so many in my congregation.
A life lived with gratitude is a rich life. Sr. Ruth
Marie is grateful for all the people she has met
in her years of ministry. And they are grateful
to have met her. In spite of ups and downs
with medical challenges, Sister chooses to stay
(at left) Sr. Ruth Marie shows off the fruits of her
green thumb.
(below) Sister working in the OSF Archives.

(at left) Sister at her
50th Jubilee in 2008
(at right) Sister Ruth
Marie spent time with
students from a local
grade school when
they visited the
Motherhouse in 2017.

engaged in life through volunteering in ways
that keep her energized and in participating in
community life with her sisters. She freely shares
her sense of wonder, her sense of humor, and her
Franciscan spirit with everyone.
All of the retired sisters have shared their lives
so fully and freely with others, and they are
very grateful for the ways you support them
today. The economy of the times in which they
were in active ministry did not afford them with
retirement benefits. Their needs are simple.
Re-purposing and recycling are not a fad for
them; it is a lifestyle they have lived throughout
the years.
Whatever donation you can share on their behalf
will be received gratefully, and in turn, you will
be remembered in their daily prayers. God is
not outdone in generosity. The sisters know this
from their lives of service. You, too, will know
this through your gift to them.
Gratefully in the name of all of our retired sisters,

Sister Marcia Lunz, OSF

Examples of Sister’s
Recyle Inc. greeting cards.

Since “Day 1,” when I began working in the New
Assisi Archives, Sister Ruth Marie has been my
right hand! I can breathe a sigh of relief when
she is here.
I often ask for her opinion and ideas. I also have
kept her in the loop with plans for the archives
space in the new convent.
I don’t know what I’m going to do when the day
comes that Sister Ruth Marie is no longer able
to volunteer in our archives. Oh, I know I will be
sad. She has truly become a cherished friend
and co-worker.
We also have ‘fun’ together in the archives. After
listening to a Geico ad with Caleb, the camel, we
officially declare it to be Wednesday. It always
provides us with a good laugh!
Sister Celia Struck
Congregation Archivist
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