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Dear Friend,
It had been a full day of ceremonies and interacting with guests on
May 5, 2019. The new convent was a reality. Our first experience of
extending hospitality in the new building was now history. But one more
unexpected event was still to take place.
Late that afternoon, a light rain developed, and shortly
after that, the sun came back out and graced us with
a rainbow that extended from over the 19th century
Motherhouse to over the 21st century Motherhouse. The
rainbow is a symbol of life planted in the sky by our
loving God eons ago as we read in the Old Testament.
God had shown favor to us through our encounters
with all the guests that day, and now confirmed that
favor with this special sign in the sky.
In November of 2017, you may remember receiving
a letter from us that featured Sister Rosanne Sanders
and her description of why we needed a new convent.
Sister Rosanne died before she could see the new
building completed, but I imagine that her interest and
intercession for us are still as strong as when she shared
her thoughts with us two years ago.
It would have been wonderful to have captured Sister Rosanne’s
reaction to seeing the new convent on the day she moved in. You
can see from the photos here how the sisters and their companions
reacted on moving day. The move was scheduled over a five-day
period and the awe and pleasure on the faces of the sisters was as
joyful on day five as on day one. It was like watching the wonder on
the faces of those who see a rainbow. No one tires of marveling at
this wonder of nature. The sisters are still in awe as they settle into
their new home.

Sr. Rose Martin on move-in day.

When you enter the main entrance in the Town Square, the first thing
you see is the Assisi stained glass window that was moved from the
old Motherhouse to the new building. Statues of Saints Francis and
Clare that were once in the lobby of the old Motherhouse are now in

More smiles from Sisters
Cordé (left) and Jessine
(below) as they move in.

the new lobby. And farther into the building are
more familiar artifacts that now have a home in
the new Motherhouse. What is familiar helps
one to feel at home.
In talking with some of the sisters, their reflections on what it is like to live in this new
space were very much centered on relationships. Living under one roof, the sisters and the
offices, means a great deal. There are 80 sisters
in residence in the two buildings that flank the
center Town Square building. They moved from
the old Motherhouse, Clare Hall and Clare Court
in Baltimore plus some of our local houses.
Sisters who saw each other only occasionally
at a community event now see one another on a
daily basis. They attend Mass in San Damiano
Center, gather for meals in the dining rooms, and
can pray with a small group of their choice in
one of the prayer rooms.

Clare Circle food service and dining area

There are any number of activities in which
the sisters can participate, like Wii Bowling,
presentations, field trips and games. Painting
classes are held twice a week. Some sisters
cook and bake in the activity rooms where there
are full kitchens. When quiet time is needed,
many of the sisters can be found sitting in
their easy chairs in their rooms and looking
out the window. Depending on which side of
the building a sister’s room is, one sees Lake

This facade of the new convent, featuring the St. Francis relief
on the outside of the Town Square Building, faces Lake Drive.
Portion of the
Elizabeth Hall Building
Portion of the
Clare Circle Building
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Michigan, the green space around the building
or a combination of both. The new landscaping
gives everyone a great view.
Some sisters feel strongly that they are
becoming a caring community. They mention
that, in the dining room in Elizabeth Hall, the
sisters sit with different sisters each meal and are
getting to know each other in new ways.
As you can see from the photos of rooms in
the building, the goals that we set, to create a
homelike setting in which all of the staff could
work well with the sisters, were accomplished.
The sisters’ rooms are large enough to handle
medical equipment and mobility devices such
as walkers and wheel chairs. Windows are low
to the ground to provide a view of the outdoors
when sitting. This particular feature was
confirmed poignantly by one of the sisters whose
room faces Lake Michigan. She told one of the
coordinators that “she prays for everyone who
passes by.” If people knew this, there could be a
traffic jam in front of our convent by those who
would like prayers!
The new convent has a lot of natural light
streaming through the windows in all parts of
the building. This creates a sense of well-being
and aliveness, and sets a stage for involvement
by the sisters in activities and for just being with
each other. Many sisters take advantage of the
patio and lawn area facing Lake Michigan to
walk and/or sit and enjoy the plants and trees
surrounding them as well as contemplate the
water. The birds and squirrels share this space as
well. An option to being outdoors is to sit on the
porch deck on the second floor of Elizabeth Hall
which faces west on the property. This porch is
also the scene of special activities like ice cream
socials and pizza parties to name just two.
For those of us who were involved in the
planning and decision-making that building
entails, it is rewarding to hear from the sisters
and observe how our new convent is enhancing
their lives and providing for good community
living while meeting personal needs. For those
who can, reaching out and volunteering is still
part of their ministry. It is not unusual to see
our sisters staffing the Cornerstone Gift Shop or

Prayer room on second floor of Elizabeth Hall.

Bright, inviting seating areas (above) and rooms for
the sisters (below) with windows that are low
for seated viewing of the grounds and nature.

Three-season porch for sisters to safely enjoy the
outdoors, visiting with each other and special events.

stuffing envelopes for fund development at the
reception desk. Sisters from Elizabeth Hall pass
through the Town Square to go to visit sisters
who live in Clare Circle and vice versa.
The medical staff has space in the sisters’
rooms that enables them to work with the
sisters efficiently. There is nothing littering the
hallways because there is room for wheelchairs
and walkers to stay with the sisters in their
rooms. Linen and supply carts have a place out
of the way when they are not being used.
As in any new space, glitches are being worked
out and routines getting established. Each day
is better than the last as sisters and staff alike
become more accustomed to the new building,
learn how everything works, and doing what is
necessary to feel at home.

Mass is celebrated in the San Damiano Center, which
serves as a chapel/multi purpose room.

If you sent a gift in the past to help us achieve
our goals in building this new convent, we thank
you sincerely. We know that God’s providence
is evident through persons like you who help to
fulfill a need. I ask now, will you please consider
a gift to help us with the ongoing needs for the
care of the sisters?
The new convent has many efficiencies to help
reduce operating costs, but medical and living
costs are still a challenge for us.
The sisters appreciate your generosity more than
you can imagine. They pray for our benefactors
every day and you are among those receiving
their prayers. We do not take your generosity for
granted, and we sincerely ask God to bless you
with what you need most each day.

The new convent kitchen.

Gratefully,

Sister Marcia Lunz, OSF
Photos of the interior of the new convent are courtesy of
Josh Groth, Groth Design, the architect firm for the building.
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Reception area - Stained glass window of Assisi from
the original Motherhouse is in the background.

