
 
 

Nojoshing — Indian word for the area where our pioneer members 
settled in 1849; it means “piece of land stretching into the water.”   
The name was changed later to Saint Francis, Wisconsin. 
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We celebrate the memory of our beloved 
Sister Eileen Wendt 

formerly Sister Jean Clare 
July 25, 1929 – November 18, 2025 

 
 

Sister Eileen was born in Cudahy, Wis., the daughter of Paul and Florence 
Wendt. Sister Rita Clare (1980) was her sister. Our Sisters taught Eileen 
at St. Frederick grade school and at St. Mary’s Academy. She entered our 
congregation on August 28, 1947. When Eileen became a novice in 1948, 
she received the name Sister Jean Clare. She resumed her baptismal name 
after Vatican Council II. 
 
When Sister Eileen was a second-year novice, she was assigned to teach at 
St. Sebastian School, Milwaukee. She professed vows in 1950, and returned 
to St. Sebastian, where she taught until 1959. Sister Eileen was transferred 
to St. John Evangelist in Spring Green, Wis., where she taught grade six for 
seven years. Her next mission was Hanna Boys Center in Sonoma, Calif., 
where for two years she taught intermediate grades. Sister Eileen then 
spent one year at St. John School, Little Canada, Minn., as principal.  
 
Sister Eileen was principal and taught the upper grades at St. Patrick 
School in Mauston, Wis., from 1969 to 1978. She transferred to St. Clement 
School, Lancaster, Wis., and served there for six years as principal before 
she moved to St. Patrick/St. Mary School in Dixon, Ill. For three years she 
was teacher and assistant principal. Sister Eileen then became the language 
arts teacher for the four upper grades at Christ the King School, Lombard, 
Ill. After a year, she was appointed principal, a position she filled until 1997.  
 
Over her many years in education, she was assigned three times to work 
alongside her older sister, Sister Rita Clare, which was a very rare occur-
rence. 

We of Nojoshing



 
Sister Eileen made a transition from serving as principal to becoming direc-
tor of religious education, ministering at Sacred Heart Parish in Lombard, 
Ill., from 1997 to 2004, when she retired to live at Canticle Court in Saint 
Francis, Wis. In May 2019, she moved to Clare Circle in the new St. Francis 
convent. She died there peacefully with Sisters around her. 
 
Sister Eileen is survived by the Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi, with whom 
she shared life for 78 years; and her sister, Claudine “Mickey” Reed. Her 
cremated remains will be buried in Sister Rita Clare’s grave at Holy Sepul-
cher Cemetery, Cudahy, Wis. 
 
On her 60th Jubilee, Sister Eileen wrote a reflection about her many years of 
ministry as a follower of St. Francis of Assisi: “My journey in religious life 
was full of “surprises” from God. These surprises were experienced in 
challenges, risks, fears, joys and sorrows. Looking back on 60 years, I re-
alize I was always where I needed to be, doing God’s work. God has blest 
me with numerous gifts. The gift I most cherish is perseverance – truly 
‘amazing grace’ for me, who ‘acquired’ a religious vocation years after I 
entered religious life.” 
 

~ Marie Colette Roy, OSF, and Marian Doyle 


